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™he Henry Osborn House
506 Stuyvesant Avenue
Irvington, Essex County, New Jersey

Owner: Clara Frebel

Date of Erection: Circa 1806 (front remodelled
cirea 1843)

Arehitect:

" Builder: Henry Osborn Sr., alterations by
Thomas Belcher 1843

Present Condition: Moved from coriginal site in
or after 1819

Number of Storles: One and one-half, znd cellar

Materials of Construction: Foundatlion -~ cemenit block,
not original

Exterior walls - timber
frame clapboarded

Interior walls « lath and
plazter on studding

Chimneys - brick bullt
into inside of gable end
walls

Roof =~ gable wood shingled
overlaid with modern
asphalt roofing

Histarical Data:
The town of Irvington in which 1s situated -

this house was named for Washington Irving in 1852,
Formerly called Camptown for the family of Camp,
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early setbtlers there, it was a hamlet at the
Junction of the present Clinton and Springfield
Avenues, It lles west of the city of Newark and
east of South Orange.

{quote) Thomas Hayes resided on the
northwest corner of Irvington Avenue and Wall
Street. Tradition hath 1t that during the
Revolutlonary War he was murdered in his barn-
vard by 8 NegrOosesssessssdubsequently, Elias
Osborn and Henry Osborn owned and occupied the
place, one residing on the west of Wall Street
and the other between Wall Street and Elizabeth
River, both houses being still standing.(a) _
- This Thomas Hayes of Newark Township, Essex County,
in his will of 29 May 1777, proved 16 August 1777,
devised to his wife Sarah the use of his whole
estate for the support of herself and children,
Hannah, Elizabeth, and John, all then minors, until
; . the son became of age 21 years, and ordered "my
. ' upper tract of land, bounded by Joseph Ballls land
R and that of my brother Danlel Hayes", to be sold.(b)

In verification of the stalement quoted
above reference to the land records of Essex County
shows that by 21 October 1806 Henry UOsborn Sr, of

" Newark Township (of which Irvington was then a part)
was in possession of the 5% acre tract which extended
eastward from Wall Street to Elizabeth River along
the north side of Clinton Avenue,(¢)} On this tract

- was erected the house here considered facing that
Avenus, On the same date, Elias Osborn Jr. of the
same township owned a 53 acre lot next above that one,

(a) History of Bssex and Hudson Countles, New Jersey
Wm. He Shaw, pubdbl, Phila. 1884, 2 vols, page 695,
Clinton Township, Essex County

(b) Ve J, Archlves, vol, 34, p, 2363 abstracts of
Wills 17711780

(¢) Essex County Mortgage Book H, pp. 22 and 23
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fronting on Wall Street, and the 11,61 acre

tract opposite both, at the northwest corner of
Clinton Avenus and Wall Street,; with other lots
adjacent at that c¢crossroad, No deeds by which
these parties acoulred this property arc of record
in the county archives 1in Newark whilch begln about
1795, but it appears possible that it came to them
through their marrlage with the daughtsers of Thomas
Hayes,

This Ellas Osborn Junior born 15 July
1784, died 3 May 1828,(d) having served as & private
soldier in the New Jersey Militia in the Revolution.
He married firstly Hamnah Hayes, & daughter of the
Thomas Hayes (first mentioned above as owner of the’
tract on part of which this house was erected), and
seeondly (oyv 1823) Nancy Crowell, widow of Moses ~
Crowell of Newark.( ) He was evldently the son Elias
named flrst of eleven children in the will of Elias
Osborn Senior, of Elizabeth Town, 20 February 18086,
who died 30 October 1807 aged 84 years and, like the
former, was buried in Connecticut Farms Churchyard.(d)
A son Henry Osborn is named second in the eleven, from
which fact 1t 1s apparent that these two owners of
parts of the Hayes farm in Irvington in 1806 as above-
said were brothers, Ellas Osborn Junior and Henry
Osborn Senior,

This Henry Osborn, of Orangs Township,
conveyed the 55 acre lot at the northeast corner
of Clinton Averme and ¥Wall Street with the house
(also an 11 acre one next west of Elias Osbarn's corner
1ot and one of 3,4 acres across Clinton Avenue from the
first) by deed of 15 March 1825 to John S, Osborn,
possibly his son, for $1400. Henry Oshorn, the grantor
died 15 Uctober 1835 in his W6th year, his wife Elizabeth

(d3) Inscriptions from Conn, Farms Cem,, publ. in Proc.
Ne J» Hist,., Soce., new series, vols 10, p. 59

(e) DyA,R. Lineage Book 45, p. 253%; Essex Co. Deed Book
0-2, p. 54
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having died 13 April 1815 in her 49th,(d) Possibly
she was born the Elizabeth Hays nameg. above, the
sister of Hannalh (Hays} Osborn.

o By deed of 14 October 1835, this John
Squier Osborn and wife Sarah of Clinton Township(f)
supposedly occupying there the house here considersd,

. econveyed the same property above described to Thomas,

. William, and Charles Belcher of New York, By one of
2 November 1843 the said Willlam Belcher ard wife
Caroline of Brooklyn, New York, and Charles Belcher
and wife Caroline of Clinton Yownship, Essex County,

- New Jersey, conveyed thelr shares to the third
.grantee, Thomas Belcher of the last named place.

Thomas BRelcher, last named, having by
subseguent purchase extended nhiis holdings in Irvington
eastward along Clinton Avenuve acroass Elizabeth Rlver
to Oranse Avenue, devised by willl of 31 August 1855

: the use o his entire estate to his widow during her
. _ lifetime and afterward the same to be divided among
- his children, He was a member of the firm of RBelcher

Bros, and Company. DBelchers Pond apd Mill in Trving-
ton bear his name,

Accordingly, by thelir deed of 20 October
1608, seven of the heirs conveyed to three others
of them, Herbert B,, Samuel H.,, and Josiah I, Baldwin
of the c¢ity of Newark, a large part of the property,
including the house (here considered) on a lot fronting
on Clinton Avenue east of Stuyvesant Avenue (formerly
Wall Street) in Irvington. These three heirs and
grantees conveyed the same to the Board of Education
of Irvington in the County of Essex by deed of 16
December 1519, and the "Prank H, Morrell Iigh School
was goon after erected on the Clinton Avenue front of
the tract between Elizabeth River and Stuyvesant Averue

(f) ¢linton Township created 1835 from parts of Orange
and Newarkk Townships.
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the rear part being converted into an athlctic
field.(g) The homestead house here surveyed
was fortunately preserved by removal in toto
northwest from the site of the school to one

at number 506 Stuyvesant Avenue, & lot cut from
the original tracte.

By deed of same date above, the last
named of the tlhree grantees conveyed his onew-
thlrd interest to the other two, and they by
deed of 1O January 1920 conveyed to William I,
Whittam of Irvington the lot on the east side
of Stuyvesant Avenue to which the house had.
been removed as stateds Whittam passed title
to William Steel and wife Catharine H, also of
Irvington, and the last nemed, as widow and
devisee, copveyed the same to Clara Frebel of
Irvington by her deed of 13 January 1939,

Architectural Analysis:

Having two large chambers on elther
side of the central stairhall, the first floor
plan of this houso indicates its erection in
the Post-Revolutionary period of counitry house
designe Tradition of the precceding fashion is
evident in the house having its upper stary
directly under the rafters of the low~eaved roof
and without dormer windows, fenestration being
limited to the gable end walls, More customary
at the date of erection, clrca 1806-1825, was
the full height second story with garret above
it.

This date agsignment is further
indicated by the aetall of the mantel remaining
in room number 3 as shown on drawing number 14
as well as of the baseboard, door and window
trim there and in the upper story, all in the

(g) Map publ, 1928 in Robinson's Atlas of Irvington,
South Orange, etce, plate mumber 5.
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more delicate scale of the periocd named. Under

the Greek Revival fashlon of 1820«1850, the

front rooms of the firsi floor of fthis house

were refinished with woodwork trim of that style

as the heavy scale moldings indicate. New windows
replaced the original ones, and the recessed front
entrance with its two—colurm Ionlc portico was
intradduced at the same time, with the eaves cornices
rebullt also, all under the ownership of Thomas
Belcher who came into possession of the house in 1835
a8 shown above,

Bibliography:
A search of title in Land and Probate
records of Essex County by Cornelius

‘MePhillips, HeheBaS. abstractor, and as
indlcated in footnotes
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